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South Nation Conservation Declares a Level 3 Low Water Advisory

August 26, 2025

South Nation Conservation’s Water Response Team has
declared a Level 3 (Severe) Low Water Advisory for the
South Nation Conservation Jurisdiction.
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Level 3 conditions indicate that water supply no longer meets demand in certain regions and
ongoing drought conditions are putting increased pressure on surface and groundwater supplies.
Under this advisory, all water users are asked to reduce water use and suspend non-essential
water uses until natural supplies begin to recover.

Current Conditions:

Rainfall across the jurisdiction has been well below normal. In a typical 30-day period, the area
receives 80 to 90 mm of rain during summer months. Recently, only 15 to 17 mm has been
recorded, which is less than 20% of the usual amount. Low rainfall has contributed to reduced
stream flows in the South Nation River Watershed, with many headwater tributaries going
completely dry.

Environment and Climate Change Canada’s short-term forecast indicates mostly seasonal
temperatures with minor rainfall amounts of 8 to 16 mm possible on Thursday. This amount will
not be enough to replenish water supply.

Recommended Actions:
All water users, including municipalities, residents, businesses, and farmers, are being asked to
reduce water use, including the suspension of all outdoor non-essential water use.

If you hold a Permit to Take Water, reduce your water takings as much as possible.
During low flow conditions, surface water takings can significantly impact water availability.

Residents should check their municipality’s website for current water use restrictions and
fire bans.

Residents on Private Wells:
If you use a private groundwater well, please use water carefully to help protect the underground
water supply (aquifer) your well depends on.

¢ |f you are having problems with your well water supply, contact the Ontario Ministry of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks Wells Help Desk: ontario.ca/wells-your-property.

o Never put water down a well—this can damage the well and contaminate groundwater.

e Contact licensed contractors to complete work on wells:
ontario.callicenced-well-contractors.

e Bulk water haulage services provide water and storage tank rentals.
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Residents serviced by the Ottawa River and St. Lawrence River are not subject to the same
water supply pressures and do not need to suspend outdoor water uses. However, conservation
measures are still strongly encouraged to reduce overall demand.

Duration: This Level 3 Low Water Advisory will remain in effect until further notice.

Next Steps:
South Nation Conservation will continue to monitor rainfall, stream flows, and water levels across
the region. Updates will be shared as conditions change.

South Nation Conservation Contact:
Kat Watson, Coordinator, Early Warning Systems and Watershed Plans
kwatson@nation.on.ca | 1-877-984-2948
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La Conservation de la Nation Sud émet un avis de bas niveau d’eau 3

26 aodt 2025

L'Equipe d'intervention en cas de bas niveau d'eau de la —

Conservation de la Nation Sud a déclaré un avis de bas ( | ] | ]

niveau d'eau - niveau 3 (grave) — pour le territoire relevant
de sa compétence.

Les conditions de niveau 3 indiquent que l'approvisionnement en eau ne répond plus a la
demande dans certaines regions, et que les conditions de sécheresse actuelles exercent une
pression accrue sur les réserves d'eau de surface et d'eau souterraine. En vertu de cet avis, il

est demandé a tous les utilisateurs d'eau de réduire leur consommation d'eau et de cesser les
utilisations d'eau non essentielles jusqu'a ce que les réserves naturelles commencent a se rétablir.

Conditions actuelles :

Les précipitations sur I'ensemble du territoire ont été bien inférieures a la normale. Au cours

d'une période typique de 30 jours, la région recoit 80 a 90 mm de pluie pendant les mois d'été.
Récemment, on a enregistré seulement de 15 a 17 mm de précipitations, soit moins de 20 % de la
quantité habituelle. Ces faibles précipitations ont contribué a réduire le débit des cours d'eau dans
le bassin versant de la Nation Sud, de nombreux affluents en amont étant complétement a sec.

Les prévisions a court terme d'Environnement et Changement climatique Canada font état de
températures essentiellement saisonniéres et de faibles précipitations de 8 a 16 mm possibles
jeudi. Cette quantité ne suffira pas a reconstituer les réserves d'eau.

Mesures recommandées :

On demande a tous les utilisateurs d'eau, y compris les municipalités, les résidents, les
entreprises et les agriculteurs, de réduire leur consommation d'eau, notamment en cessant toute
utilisation non essentielle de I'eau a I'extérieur.

Si vous étes titulaire d'un permis de prélévement d'eau, réduisez autant que possible vos
prélevements d'eau. Pendant les conditions de bas niveau d'eau, les prélévements d'eau de
surface peuvent avoir un impact significatif sur la disponibilité de I'eau.

Les résidents doivent consulter le site Web de leur municipalité pour connaitre les restrictions
concernant l'utilisation de I'eau et les interdictions de faire du feu en vigueur.

Résidents utilisant des puits privés :
Si vous utilisez un puits privé d'eau souterraine, veuillez utiliser I'eau avec précaution afin de
protéger la réserve d'eau souterraine (aquifére) dont dépend votre puits.

e Sivous avez des problemes d'approvisionnement en eau de puits, communiquez avec le
service d'information sur les puits du ministére de I'Environnement, de la Protection de
la Nature et des Parcs de I'Ontario : ontario.ca/fr/page/les-puits-sur-votre-propriete.

¢ Ne jamais verser d'eau dans un puits, car cela pourrait 'endommager et contaminer
I'eau souterraine.
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e Communiquez avec des entrepreneurs agréés pour effectuer des travaux sur les puits :
ontario.cal/fr/page/trouver-des-entrepreneurs-en-construction-de-puits-autorises.

o Les services de transport d'eau en vrac proposent la location d'eau et de réservoirs
de stockage.

Les résidents desservis par la riviére des Outaouais et le fleuve Saint-Laurent ne sont pas
soumis aux mémes pressions d'approvisionnement en eau et n'ont pas besoin de cesser les
arrosages et usages extérieurs. Toutefois, les mesures de conservation sont fortement
encouragées afin de réduire la demande globale.

Durée de l'avis : Cet avis de niveau 3 restera en vigueur jusqu'a nouvel ordre.

Prochaines étapes :

La Conservation de la Nation Sud continuera de surveiller les précipitations, les débits des cours
d'eau et les niveaux d'eau dans toute la région. Des mises a jour seront communiquées a mesure que
la situation évoluera.

Personne-ressource a la Conservation de la Nation Sud :
Kat Watson, coordonnatrice, Systémes d'alerte précoce et plans de bassin versant
kwatson@nation.on.ca | 1-877-984-2948
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Water Conservation Tips

for farmers during a drought
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LOW WATER
CONDITIONS ===
are slow to occur and caused by

a combination of factors such as
lack of rain, high temperatures

and increased demand for water.

‘N ¢ DROUGHTS

can be stressful for farmers

as dry seasons could lead to
loss of commercial, industrial,
and agricultural production.

Agricultural water consumers

can make the most of their water
supplies and mitigate the impacts
of low water conditions by
implementing efficiencies and
limiting non-essential water use.

SouTH NATION

~%| CONSERVATION

DE LA NATION SuD

© 6 606 o ©

Check your irrigation systems
regularly for leaks and ensure
they don’t water faster than
what the ground can absorb.

Irrigate in the evening
or later in the day when
temperatures are lower and

thereisless evaporation loss.

Avoid irrigating during
windy conditions.

Use rain gauges to
measure how much water
your crops are getting.

Follow your local
municipality’s instructions
for obtaining water.

Consider using controlled
tile drainage to help keep
more water and nutrients
on crops during dry periods.

Visit www.nation.on.ca
for current low water conditions
and more information.
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Water Conservation Tips

for inside your home during a drought

LOW WATER
CONDITIONS ===
are slow to occur and caused by
a combination of factors such as

lack of rain, high temperatures
and increased demand for water.

Take shorter showers. ‘@

Don’t let the tap run when
brushing your teeth, doing
the dishes, or washing
fruits and vegetables.

Only run full loads in
your washing machine
or dishwasher and use
shorter wash cycles.

DID YOU KNOW?

() Theaverage daily water use
) per person in Canada is

251 litres

Fix leaky taps and toilets.

Install low consumption
toilets, dishwashers,
shower heads, etc.

Domestic, commercial, or
agricultural water consumers can
all help mitigate the impacts

of low water conditions by
implementing eiciencies and Follow municipal
limiting non-essential water use. water use restrictions.
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£ | soutn Nation Visit www.nation.on.ca
e.| CONSERVATION for current low water conditions
DE LA NATION SUD and more information.




Managing Your Well

in times of low water

LOW WATER
CONDITIONS

are slow to occur and caused by
a combination of factors such as

lack of rain, high temperatures
and increased demand for water.

Low water conditions can
Y[ be astressful time for rural
homeowners who rely on

PRIVATE WELLS

Why? Aquifers cannot be easily
seen or monitored, and can
become depleted when more
water is pumped out of it than is
replenished by rainfall or other
water sources.
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Indications that the well may go dry:

« drop in water pressure * air bubbles in your water
» water that looks cloudy * no water at all
or dirty

Wells that are more susceptible to failing
during drought conditions include:

» dug wells * shallow bedrock wells
« wells located near « wells constructed in areas
topographic high points where bedrock is close to

the ground surface

Implement water conservation practices
to save water.

Monitor your pump. If it’s cycling on and off,
or sucking air, turn it off and call a licensed
well contractor.

Never add water to your well, it could
contaminate your supply and will not
alleviate water shortage problem:s.

Always contact a licensed well contractor:

* To have your pump * To fix any issues relating
and pressure system to your well, including
checked if this the modifications to the
first time you have existing well and pump
experienced low water. or drilling a new well.

Visit www.nation.on.ca
for current low water conditions.

Visit www.ontario.ca/environment
for more information on managing your well.



Water Conservation Tips

for outside your home during a drought

LOW WATER
CONDITIONS ===
are slow to occur and caused by

a combination of factors such as
lack of rain, high temperatures

and increased demand for water.

DID YOU KNOW?

() Theaverage daily water use
) per person in Canada is

251 litres

Domestic, commercial, or
agricultural water consumers can
all help mitigate the impacts

of low water conditions by
implementing eiciencies and

limiting non-essential water use.

SouTH NATION

~%| CONSERVATION

DE LA NATION SuD

© o060 o0 O O

NSNS\

Use a broom or blower,
not a hose, to clean
driveways and sidewalks.

Choose drought resistant
trees and plants.

Add mulch on soil surfaces
and around trees and plants
to reduce evaporation.

Set mower blade higher
to encourage deeper roots.

Don’t over water the lawn
as soil cannot retain extra
moisture, and adjust
sprinklers to reduce runoff.

Water lawns, plants, and
gardens early in the morning
or later in the evening when
temperatures are cooler.

Visit www.nation.on.ca
for current low water conditions
and more information.
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